.
The pathogen was isolated through collecting conidia directly from the lesions and plating them on PDA medium. Ripe fruits were inoculated by a small drop (20µL) of 10 5 conidia/mL suspension. After depositing the drop, the fruit epidermis was wounded by a sterile needle. Inoculated fruits were kept under wet chamber at 25+1 o C and 12 hours photoperiod. Three days after inoculation it were observed depressed lesions on the inoculated area. On the fifth day it was noticed intense sporulation of the pathogen. Microsclerotia (Fig. 1A and 1B) were found on the tenth day after inoculation. The pathogen was reisolated and submitted to cultural and morphological characterization, as well as to molecular (Polymerase Chain Reaction -PCR) identification.
Morphological characterization was performed by analyzing shape and sizes of 30 conidia, produced on inoculated fruits, using methodology described by Tozze Jr. et al. (Summa Phytopathologica, v.32, n.1., p.71-79, 2006) . For the cultural characterization, the pathogen was cultured on PDA at 25 o C and 12 hours photoperiod for 7 days. Molecular identification was achieved by PCR using C. coccodes specific primers Cc1NF1 and Cc2NR1 described by Cullen et al. (Plant Pathology, n.51, p.281-292, 2002) . In all tests it were used typical isolates of C. coccodes (from potato), C. gloeosporioides (from papaya) and C. acutatum (from peach) as references.
The isolate obtained from pepper showed straight, fusiform, sometimes slightly constricted in the middle and abruptly tapered to each end conidia, measuring 20.0 (14.6-22.6) x 3.4 (2.7-5.3) µm ( fig. 1C ). These observations matched C. coccodes described by Sutton (In: Baley & Jeger, Colletotrichum: biology, pathology and control, p.1-26, 1992) . The cultural characterization revealed aerial mycelium white, sparse, with profuse production of microsclerotia ( fig. 1D ), similar to C. coccodes isolate used as reference. Finally, the PCR amplified a 349bp fragment from pepper and C. coccodes (potato) isolates (Fig 1E) . This is the first report of C. coccodes as causal agent of pepper anthracnose in field conditions in Brazil. 
